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In revenge for cruelties practised on the Yemen Christians the King of Abyssinia was induced to invade the country. Sanaa was taken, and Christianity established as the State religion at the beginning of the sixth century. Thus was overthrown the Himyaritic dynasty and cult, which had succeeded the Sabsean.
It was during their occupation of the Yemen that the Abyssinians invaded the Hedjaz with the object of seizing Mecca. They were defeated and nearly annihilated at the battle of " The Elephant." This event has a special interest for us, far beyond what its intrinsic importance would merit, for the following reason. The 105th chapter of the Koran runs as follows : " Seest thou not how thy Lord served the masters of the elephant ? Did He not cause their cunning to be their own loss, and sent He not at them magical birds to pelt them with stones of baked clay and made them even as chewed grass ? " The allusion of course is to this battle, which was the first and probably the only occasion when elephants have been brought into Arabia. What is remarkable about it is that the battle was fought in the year of Mohammed's birth, so that, when the above chapter was revealed to him at Mecca, there must have been many people living there who not only were alive at the time the battle was fought, but had actually taken part in the conflict. Yet, in spite of the bitter hostility Mohammed's preaching aroused in Mecca, no one seems to have challenged the statement that the destruction of the Abyssinian army was brought about by these supernatural means. We are thus forced to conclude, either that the miracle did actually take place, or, in the alternative, that the Prophet and his followers were in the habit of admitting a figurative interpretation of certain passages in the Koran. The acceptance of this latter conclusion would involve prodigious consequences, and it is to-day utterly repudiated by Moslem doctors.
The Persian conquest of the Yemen which took place towards the end of the sixth century introduced yet another civilization, another religious cult, and a further admixture of blood. Thus, at the time of the Hegrah, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and Judaism, in order of